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og~-called People's
ia the Soviet Zone

Corraspondents are assigred o uewspapers
of Gaauany Ly orders of walter Lloricht,

deputy .linlsterpresident of the Cexmen Democratic iLepublic

(DDR) .

sED (Gemman sSocialist Unity Party) functionary .@x
sehneider was ordersd to organize the Pzople’s Correspondents?
net.

Feopls’s Correspondents are o explore and influence public

opinion.

Thelr officlal nmiassion was defined by prominent

personalities in the Soviet Zone of Gemmany as follows:

8o

Do

subsidiary enterpiises fail to come up to thelr delivery norms.

Lernhard Koensn, SED provincial chelrman for Saxzony-
Anhalt, sald that Teoplefs Correspondents are to help im-
prove the gquallty of irndustrial preducts, ete., fulfill,

even rniore2 than fulflll, economic plans, disclose shortcomings
in econonmy and edministration and defend against "egents end
saboteurs™,

Ieinz Ferdinand Padverg, one of the promnloent press poli-
ticians of the SED and a contributor to the Cominform news-
paper c¢alled it the nmisgion of the People's Correspondents
to unmask unscrupulous elementvs, orgunize discussions on
labor acrms and inprovement in quallty, contribute to beiter
working stendards, disclose and rsmort sabotage plens, should

lle called the People’s Correspondents the syes and ears of
enterprises.

Coe

PA

Robert Korh, member of the press section of the SED
Central oecretariat, at press conferences on % and 10
Fevruary 1950 said that the People's Corresponfents are
"the eyes and ears of the o&D among the masses"”, represent
public cpirnion ard have to
execute the econcmlic plans'.
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d. Gerhard sisler, chief of the information Garariment,
with the DUR Government called it the duty of thas Feopie's
Correspondents to be in close contact with e informmtbion
offices. In his opinion the ieople's Correspondsnt is the
most rellable source of information on the atiisude of the
nopulation,

w
£
S
L

e. Vollowing directives by the »BD Central secratariat the
missions of the Feople's Correspondents were delined ot
conferences held by :eoplets vorrespondents from various
countries in January 1950 to the efTect that ecple’s Cop=-
respondents are to explore the attitude of the ropulation
and consider means 0 help exscute %he nlans of the
govermments,

Unly persons who prove reliable SiL rombers are eligible
for Yeople's Correspondents, .iembers of other parties in
the Soviet Zone of Gernany and non-parevi san persons ars
1ot permitted to work as Feople's Correspondente.

In organizaticn Psopnle's Correspondents ars attached to
editing offices of the SED varty press. They work uder

the political control of thes provincial or district or-
¢anizations of the party.

vuring recent months confersnces for Peopla’s Correspondents
have been held with the various party papers in bthe Loviet
Zone of Geriany. after the first central conference held on
26 October 1949 with Ulbricht in the ciiair, the People's
Correspondents of Neues veutsehland met, for example on

17 lL.ovember 1949 and estavlished the .Jilheim Fleck Colleetive
which is to deal with econonmic probvlems. Amocther confersnce
of People's Correspondents of the ieues veutgchland wes

held in iostock (i 55/0 81) on 23 rovember 1040  whout 3,000
People’s Correspondents met in .agdeburg (. 53/Y 80) on

15 December 1949 for a meeting of the Volksstinmms. Deople’s
Correspondents of the Lresden (N 52/0 5] insiitute of Tech-
nology met in late Uscember 1949 am the People’'s Corres-
pondents of the Ireiheit, a rarty payer in caxony- Anhalt,

nLs SLBLACAL, ¢ AR
the .laerkische Zeitung, a Lirandenbury (i 53/2 23} papsr,
and The cascchsiche Leitggﬁ held conferences in January 1950,

ihe nurber of People's Qorrespondents employed by individual
newspapers may be inferred from the Tollicwing Tigures:

a., The Volksstimne, newsvaper in Chernitz (N 51/K 63), has
about 700 jeople's Correspondents including about 200 laborers,
300 employess, 103 teachers snd 25 enployecs of the . lachline
Lending station {(uias).

b. The Volksstimme, & .iagdeburg raper, nas abat 1,400 Pacple's
Correspondents™ including about 700 lanorers, 550 emplioyees and
100 peasants.

¢. The Saschsische Zeitumg has more than €00 reople's
Correspondents,
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d. The leues ieutschland, central LiD paper is saild to
have about 10,000 People's Correspondents. nly a few of
tliem are women. <The nunber of youths among the People’s
Correspondents 1s steadily increasing. .

7. People's Correspondents arc erployees of enterprises,
aéninistrative agencies, ete. They do not work in full-
time capacity for t-eir newspapers and are not naid
on a flxed-salary basis but are pald for their expenses and
thelr published articles.

8. Considering the large number of Feonle's Correspondents

‘ who work for newspapers, only a smell portion of the ra-
norts can be used by the -ress. ..ost of this information
i1s forwarded to offices of the soviet IS5, the Central
Control Commission, the 5uld Provinclal Control Comhlssions
(1K), offices of the .iinistryfor State security and to
the Infornation Offices.

9. reople's Correspondents are directed vis sditing offices
of the party press with which they cooperate. Ieopla's
Correspondents wections are being established in editing
offices. They maintain close contact uwith offices to which
information is distributed.

1C. The importance of the I'sople’s Correspondents may be gathered
from the fact that they work among the population as "nsutral
ohservers". As they do not anpear as of ficlal narty or state
agents they cen easily explore and steer public opinion and
learn of abuses. They therefore represent a dangerous tool
of the rolitbureau. ‘hat the coviets are aware of their
importance 1s indicated by the fact that Soviet officers
were present at almost all conferenceg of the People’'s Cors
respondents either as observers or even as advisors.

1l. The population in the Loviet Zone of Germany views the
People's Correspondents with distrust and considers them
agents of the government.. This prompted CGerhard iisler
to declare that the recple's Corresprondents are not gnies
a:d that speclal laws are being worked out for their
nrotection.

25X1A - [ ]Comment:

There is no doubt that the People‘’s Correspoundents form
an essential link in the internal security system of the
UDR. apart from a control of the ponulation independents
ofithe nolice they make possible the steering of public
opinien,

A previovs report™ indlcated that a wection for information
Control was established in the information Offices of the
laender of the JDn. 1t 1s assumed that the two "of ficers
in charge of the exploration of oublic opinicn and of nro-
papacda" who are assigned to these information control
gectlions have to cooyerate with the People's Correspondents.

25X1A .

sucrdr 25X1
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